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Haiti

Bel Fountaine Area Recon Mission Volunteer Camp · Standby

18 degrees 27' 7" North, 72 degrees 7' 52" West, Bel Fountaine

Service Temporary

12/12/10 HEAS Update From Dr. Jim Wilson:

Big Paul (MMRC), Open Hands, and our team formed a convoy to go into
the valley prepared for the worst but uncertain about precisely what
we would find. In these verification deployments, the mantra is "you
don't know if you don't go", and this was certainly the case. We
headed to the "Belle Fountaine" that was mentioned by multiple sources
in the Furcy area as a village experiencing "8-10 fatalities".

There has been some degree of controversy in regards to what
constitutes a 'team' for such deployments and what should one bring
along in case you find a community in trouble. In the case of
yesterday's deployment, we took 4 4WD vehicles in, 1 was unable to
continue, and the other blew its clutch as we arrived in the camp
after 4.5 hrs offroading to get there. Going back in to retrieve the
vehicle and survey the area some more by foot. When we had initially
gone, we debated how many medical personnel and RL to bring given the
uncertainty of the reporting balanced with the moral and ethical
considerations of arriving without an ability to help if there is a
bad situation. A terribly difficult decision.

We elected to go with an interim option, where we brought supplies and
enough medical personnel to handle a situation for 24 hrs until help
arrives. In this case, MSF graciously offered backup support. Comms
were decent, but sketchy as we went deeper into the mountains. We had
cell and radio contact at certain key points in the itinerary. No
helo LZs were identified in immediate proximity to Belle Fountaine
along the route we took, which was the approach from Croix des
Bouquets, through Jong, and points south.

Along the way, we passed through Tisource asking for directions. Our
security detail got the phone number of the town administrator /
leader who called us after we were already up the mountain to say they
had "300 fatalities". We saw no evidence of this during our very
brief stop but will circle back there this morning to check it out
ourselves this morning. If true, there are multiple communities that
wash, bathe, and drink from the same irrigation runoff ditch that
passes through multiple communities.

Upon arrival to the crest of the mountain ridge, we had locals
acknowledging the presence of cholera pointing down to Tisource and
later found locals saying they themselves saw a single fatality and
then pointing to Belle Fountaine. Many hours later upon arrival in
the town of Belle Fountaine, we found no evidence of cholera but there
was a local claiming two fatalities in a village one hour's hike from
Belle Fountaine. We don't know if locals were referring to the town
of Belle Fountaine or the entire region is considered "Belle
Fountaine". If the latter is true, then we have a most difficult
survey to conduct and implications of dire consequences for these
villages if they ever become infected with cholera. This is a VERY
isolated and difficult to access region.

We scratch our heads about these events because we observed multiple
independent sources reporting an outbreak in "Belle Fountaine".
Perhaps they are referring to Tisource. Either way, we return to the
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area today for an overnight mission to continue the evaluation
process.

Thanks for the backup support Carmen as always and special thanks to
Big Paul and his crew, the folks from Open Hands, and Dutch-MSF for
their assistance.

Re: Results From Kenscoff and Mountain Villages South Survey
Saturday, December 11, 2010 2:27 PM
From: "Haiti Cholera"
To: "James Wilson"
Cc: haiti-epidemic-advisory-system@googlegroups.com

Dear Jim,

I am waiting for the assesment of this mission and ready to support if needed. Paul contacted me last night but too late and we 
need first verifiaction of the alert in order to support.

Please keep me posted on situation ASAP

Best,

Carmen

On 11 December 2010 06:52, James Wilson wrote:

Thank you for the kind offer.

We are moving quickly now to intercept and evaluate reporting we discovered in the Obleon - Furcy corridor by multiple locals of 
roughly ten fatalities each in the communities of Bel Fountaine and Mohotiere Brouette. Infection believed to have been acquired 
after travel to the Sequin area as opposed to PaP, however we will investigate this further. Brief stop at the Baptist Mission 
located between Kenscoff and Fermante indicates they've seen 8 patients total, none from these communities, no fatalities with 
two discharges. No patient surge noted, and the staff had not heard about the abovementioned communities.

We have teamed up with MMRC Global's Paul Sebring and the good folks from Open Hands to get on-site quickly. It is a long 
off-road drive with possible on-foot hiking into these areas. We have been told by locals there is zero medical support. If true, we 
expect to see a very bad situation, and one for which we may not be prepared with our recon team. With the multiple days of 
lockdown we've all experienced thanks to the demonstrations, we believe the disruption in NGO activity has contributed to a bad 
situation. We hope we are wrong.

I am copying PAHO ARO for their awareness of the possibility we may need immediate assistance for rapid mobilization of a 
CTC/CTU capability. We estimate we will be able to last 24-48 hrs on-site without support, however there is a great deal of 
uncertainly what we will truly find. All helo's are grounded last time we checked, so again we hope the situation is not as bad as 
what the locals claim.

Cheers,
Jim

On Dec 10, 2010, at 5:37 PM, jame0330 @ metnet.edu wrote:

Jim, please let me know what you find out about activity in Kenscoff. I have a guest house there and a group of medical people 
and access to supplies. We could be there tomorrow. Our group is currently in PAP and ready to work. My phone number is 651 
592 7607 please text me. My folks are antsy to get back work, we just got back from setting up a CTC in La Gonave.

On Dec 10 2010, Jim Wilson, MD wrote:

Will report upon return what we find.
Jim

12/11/10
Dr. Jim Wilson and MMRC Global team is doing a recon mission up in the mountains of this area. No medical facilities are 
indicated in this area on the Resource Finder map. There will probably be a need to set up a CTC and CTU or CTPs in area.

Services offered: Information Resource, Situation Reports & Status Reports
Campaigns: 2010 /2011 Haiti Cholera Epidemic; HEAS (Haiti Epidemic Advisory System); MMRC (Materials Management Relief 
Corp); MSF (Médecins Sans Frontières) - Doctors Without Borders; Open Hands; United Nations - PAHO ~ Pan American Health 
Organization (OPS-OMS)
Updated Oct 19, 2026 · https://reliefdb.org/shelters/7162

Open Hands International Relief & Medical Partners Info/Hotline · Open

Mailing Address: Open Hands, 41 Northmoor PL., Columbus, OH  43214, Fond La Grange

Web www.openhandsintl.org
Service Temporary
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On Recon Mission E. of Kenscoff - HEAS Response Team 12/10/10: See CAT FACILITY RECORD AT:

https://reliefdb.org/shelters/7162

On Fri, 11/26/10, Mark Batcheck <mbatcheck @ openhandsintl.org> wrote:

From: Mark Batcheck <mbatcheck @ openhandsintl.org>
Subject: Re: Update on Deployment - U.N Chopper/Supplies/Vol's
To: leslie @ citizenactionteam.org
Date: Friday, November 26, 2010, 8:00 AM

Our Open Hands team will land in PaP on Tuesday morning at 9:30am on the American Airlines # 377 flight. If it can be 
arranged, we can get on UN chopper and to the Borgne site that same morning or early afternoon.

Currently have myself (non-medical coordinator/supply runner/do anything or everything) and 3 EMTs (all of us have Haiti 
experience, 3 with Haiti cholera experience at St. Louis du Nord / NWHCM CTC).

Desperately trying to get some more medical personnel to bring along (unfortunately finding that stateside employers are making 
it extremely difficult for people to get time off for this. . .). We have another 3 - 5 person-team (all medical) coming into PaP on 
Dec 6th.

Mark Batchak

VOLUNTEER -
The team is just the first of many that will be responding to this crisis. If you wish to join with us in responding to the tremendous 
need, please contact us at info @openhandsintl.org

---

BLOG -
http://openhandsorg.wordpress.com/

April 10, 2010
For the first time, a physical therapist led a wheelchair-bound group class with some of the patients, leading them in stretching 
and muscle-building activities. Then, in the midst of the very tight and crowded rows of patients, she led them in a race around 
the tent in their wheelchairs! The jubilance in their spirits and immense joy on their faces beamed “HOPE!” and brought tears to 
my eyes.

Video -
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rciNLg3GR28&sns=em

Services offered: Medical, Volunteer, General, Medical Volunteer Services; Volunteer Opportunities, International
Campaigns: 2010 /2011 Haiti Cholera Epidemic; 2010 Haiti Earthquake; HEAS (Haiti Epidemic Advisory System); MMRC 
(Materials Management Relief Corp); Open Hands
Updated Dec 12, 2010 · https://reliefdb.org/shelters/6759

MMRC (Materials Management Relief Corp) - 2010 Haiti Earthquake Info/Hotline · Open

Non-Profit
31 Rue Babeole (Downtown next to the National I.D building), Port-au-Prince

Phone U.S.: 602.315.9994 / Haiti: 3438.7073
Web mmrcglobal.org
Service Temporary

10/27/10: MMRC is actively gathering, sharing, delivering Cholera medical supplies, as well as educating prevention. They leave 
to deliver supplies to St. Marc early 10/28/10 and will continue to support needs during the epidemic.

If you are in country and can deliver needed supplies for them to distribute, please take them to the listed Haiti address above. If 
you need donated supplies picked up, call the Haiti number listed above.

FROM THE SITE:

We can be reached by e-mail or phone:

Paul Sebring (aka Big Paul)
Extreme Humanitarian

paul.sebring @ mmrcglobal.org
602.315.9994 (North America)
(011) 509.3.438.7084 (Haiti)

Paul Waggoner (aka Little Paul)
Extreme Humanitarian

paul.waggoner @ mmrcglobal.org
(011) 509.3.438.7073 (Haiti)
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Nanci K. Murdock, CFA
Extreme Media Contact

nanci @ mmrcglobal.org
(514) 654-5223 (North America)

BLOG: http://mmrcglobal.org/category/haiti

ARTICLE:
http://www.montrealgazette.com/health/Malnourished+exhausted+happy/3737737/story.html

Services offered: Advocacy, Child Advocacy; CHOLERA Epidemic Supplies * (ANY/ALL Types); Clothing, Children, New or 
Gently Used/CLEAN * (ANY/ALL Types); Donations, Disaster Fund; Food Distribution, Emergency/Disaster Food Distribution; 
Information Resource, Online Networking, Blog; Medication, Rx, Vaccination, * (ANY/ALL Types); Services, Logistics Support; 
Shelter, Supplies * (ANY/ALL Types); Transportation Assistance (To Receive Medical Care)
Campaigns: 2010 /2011 Haiti Cholera Epidemic; 2010 Haiti Earthquake; 2010 Haiti Earthquake, Orphanages/Childrens Homes; 
2010 Haiti, Hurricane Tomas; HEAS (Haiti Epidemic Advisory System); Open Hands
Updated Nov 24, 2010 · https://reliefdb.org/shelters/6508
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